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ETHNIC ORGANISATIONS FUND 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.14 am]: In 
June this year, I announced the three successful recipients of the ethnic organisations fund. The ethnic 
organisations fund is a $600 000 investment in the multicultural sector and a direct response to requests from 
ethnic communities to fund practical programs that meet their needs. The successful recipients were the Edmund 
Rice Centre, the Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre and the Coalition for Asylum Seekers, Refugees and 
Detainees. I am pleased to advise members that I have visited all three funding recipients and spoken with board 
members, staff and, most importantly, their clients, who are migrants from countries such as Sudan and 
Afghanistan. 

I would like to acknowledge that I was accompanied on the visits to the Edmund Rice Centre and the 
Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre by the member for Wanneroo, Mr Paul Miles, MLA, the member for 
Carine, Mr Tony Krsticevic, MLA, the member for Kingsley, Ms Andrea Mitchell, MLA, the member for 
Nollamara, Ms Janine Freeman, MLA, and the member for North Metropolitan Region, Hon Liz Behjat, MLC. I 
thank them for their interest in the portfolio. 

The Edmund Rice Centre’s Language for Living in Australia project supports teaching English literacy and 
providing employment skills to humanitarian entrants and will deliver workshops to raise awareness of the 
benefits of multiculturalism. The Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre’s Community Capacity Building for 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Communities program provides leadership and governance training for 
community leaders from CALD backgrounds. The Welcome project by the Coalition for Asylum Seekers, 
Refugees and Detainees links volunteers with refugees to support community integration through teaching 
English literacy, and housing and employment skills.  

Ethnic organisations are the driving force behind settlement, integration and prosperity for numerous 
multicultural communities in Western Australia. They are where many migrants learn English and about how to 
access employment, housing, health and education services. This support is critical to successful migration 
outcomes. The ethnic organisation fund is a major reform that was achieved in the first year of this government. I 
was therefore very pleased to visit these organisations and to see for myself the excellent work that they are 
undertaking to meet the needs of migrants in our state. This government has improved service delivery to ethnic 
communities and it will continue to focus on multicultural sector reform and on improving outcomes for 
migrants in Western Australia. 
 


